
Hiroshima learns
from Loughton

News from Loughton Town Council

Although the Japanese
mayors did not speak English
and communication was carried
out via a very skilled
interpreter, the Japanese visitors
asked some searching questions
and the meeting covered a
variety of issues.

They were given information

about the town of Loughton,
how it fitted into the national
and local government structure,
and the services provided by the
Town Council.

The mayors were especially
interested to hear about how the
Town Council keeps in touch
with local people, and what sort

of services are best provided at
a local level. 

They asked about the
difficulties of communicating
local needs to a distant
authority, and about how the
conflict between demand for
services and desire for low
taxation can be resolved.  

They commented on the fact
that Loughton’s town
councillors receive no
remuneration for their work,
and were interested to hear
about the members’ motivation
to improve the situation in their
local area. 

LOUGHTON Town 
Council had the

pleasure in October of
hosting a delegation of
13 Japanese mayors from
the prefecture of
Hiroshima.

Major changes are currently
taking place in local
government in Japan, with
small authorities being merged
to form larger, more centralised
bodies.

The group of mayors was
making a short visit to the UK
to find out about the English
local government system in
general, and about town
councils in particular.

The mayors heard from
Loughton Town Council vice
chairman Cllr Tom Owen,
committee chairmen Cllr Chris
Pond (Environment, Heritage &
Leisure) and Cllr Suzanne
Harper (Community), and town
clerk Louise Fuller. 
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Loughton Town Council staff
and councillors pose for
pictures with the Japanese
mayors outside their offices
in Buckingham Court,
Rectory Lane

continued on page 3



CONTACT NUMBERS
COUNCIL SERVICES
Loughton Town Council 020 8508 4200
Epping Forest District Council 01992 564000

Epping Sports Centre 01992 564564
Waltham Abbey Sports Centre 01992 716194
Waste Management Hotline 01992 564320

Essex County Council 01245 492211
Registrar of Births & Deaths 01992 572788
Registrar of Marriages 01992 572789
Education Office 01245 436231
Loughton Library 020 8502 0181
Debden Library 020 8508 5869
Social Services 020 8508 9311

POLICE & FIRE (dial 999 for emergencies)
Loughton Police Station (non-urgent)  020 8502 3881

HEALTH & HOSPITALS
British Red Cross 020 8508 2162
Forest Medical Centre 020 8505 2288
Health Information Service 0800 665544
Holly House (Private) 020 8505 3311
King George 020 8983 8000
Princess Alexandra 01279 444455
Rectory Lane Health Centre (Loughton Hall Clinic) 020 8272 4600
Roding (Private) 020 8551 1100
St Margaret’s & Primary Care Trust 01992 561666
Silverthorn Centre, Chingford 020 8529 3706
Wanstead 020 8532 2711
Whipps Cross 020 8539 5522

SPORT
David Lloyd Centre 020 8559 8466
Essex School of Swimming 020 8505 9436
Loughton Cricket Club 020 8502 2064
Loughton Rugby Club 020 8504 0065
Loughton Bowling Club 020 8508 3546

Loughton Leisure Centre 01992 564574
Roding Valley Cricket Club 020 8506 1001
Roding Valley Tennis Centre 020 8505 4008
South Loughton Cricket Club 020 8530 2200 

ADVICE, HELP & INFORMATION
Citizens Advice Bureau 020 8502 0031
Epping Forest College 020 8508 8311
Family Care Counselling Service 020 8502 2714
Loughton Information Centre 01992 564808
Loughton Job Centre 020 8258 4740
Trading Standards Office 01245 341800
Social Security, Department of (Wentworth House) 020 8532 4200
Samaritans 020 8520 9191
SSAFA, Forces Help 020 8508 8960

TRAVEL & TOURISM
Arriva Herts & Essex 01279 426349
Arriva London North East 020 8595 3088
Essex Traveline 08457 000 333
Gatwick Airport 01293 535353
Heathrow Airport 020 8759 4321
London Regional Transport 020 7222 1234
Luton Airport 01582 405100
National Express (Victoria Coach Station) 0990 808 080
National Railways Enquiry Line 0345 484 950
Stansted Airport 01279 680500
Thamesway 01245 353104
Tourist Information Centre 01992 652295

PUBLIC UTILITIES
British Gas 08459 555208
London Electricity  0800 096 9000
Thames Water 08459 200 800

COMMUNITY
Care & Repair Service 01992 564086
Churches Together in Loughton 020 8508 0811
Epping Forest CVS 01992 564178
Epping Forest Volunteer Bureau 01992 564256
Royal British Legion 020 8508 5044

CINEMAS
ABC (South Woodford) 020 8989 3463
Odeon (Gants Hill) 020 8554 2452
UCI (Lee Valley) 0870 603 4567
Virgin (Harlow) 0870 505 0007

BREAKDOWN SERVICES
AA 0800 887766
RAC  0800 828282

LOCAL AMENITY REFUSE POINTS
Chigwell (closed Bank Holidays) Luxborough Lane
Ongar Mill Lane
Waltham Abbey Brooker Road
For enquiries and opening time details, call Epping Forest District Council.

To advertise in Think Loughton, call 01787 242085 



APLAQUE has recently
been erected on 47

Poundfield Road,
Loughton, commem-
orating the life of Marine
Bill Sparks.

He was the last of the
‘Cockleshell heroes’ who raided
the German-occupied French
port of Bordeaux by kayak to
attack enemy shipping in 1942. 

Bill Sparks received the
distinguished service medal for
his part in the raid.

Corporal Sparks (1922-2002),
of the Royal Marines, was one
of 12 men chosen for one of the
most daring and dangerous
special operations of the Second
World War. 

Under cover of darkness in
December 1942, six two-man
kayaks were launched from a
submarine off the coast of south
west France. One was
irreparably damaged at launch,
three capsized on the way and
two reached the harbour. 

The four occupants put on
diving gear and set about
attaching time-delayed limpet
mines to various ships before
paddling away.  

Several hours later explosions
could be heard, signalling that
the plan had worked.

The four made their escape
across occupied France, two

were captured and shot, but Bill
Sparks and his canoeing partner,
Major Blondie Hasler, made it
back to Britain.

After the raid, he served in
Burma, Africa and Italy. In
1946 he joined London
Transport as a driver, taking a
year’s break in 1952 to work as
a lieutenant in the Malayan
police during the insurgency
there.  

He later became an adviser
for the film Cockleshell Heroes
and published The Last of the
Cockleshell Heroes (1992) and
Cockleshell Commander (2002).

The Royal Naval Association
organised a short ceremony to
unveil the plaque outside 47
Poundfield Road on 1
November.  

Town Council chairman Cllr
Roger Pearce, and Environment,
Heritage & Leisure Committee
chairman Cllr Chris Pond were
among those who spoke at the
ceremony.

WITH Christmas nearly
upon us, the shopping areas
of Loughton will be gearing
up for a busy time. 

Many shops and businesses
have entered our Best
Dressed Window competition
– there are lists on our
noticeboards and the website,
so check the list and then
make sure you have a look at
the shops which have made
such worthwhile efforts to
gladden our eyes. Even better,
go inside and make a
purchase! There will be lights
again in the High Road and
the Broadway, organised by
the Town Centre
Partnerships and supported
by the Town Council, so we
are grateful for their sterling
work to brighten up our

environment. Our own lights
on the tree at King’s Green
have again been the focus of
“Light up a Life” with St
Clare Hospice, a comfort to
many remembering friends
and relatives at this special
time of year.

The Town Council’s
accounts can be seen on the
website for those interested in
financial matters. We are still
waiting to hear from the
Audit Commission as to who
will be carrying out the end-
of-year audit.

The lovely summer this
year has taken its toll on our
newly-planted trees in the
Millennium Remembrance
Grove. There will always be
some losses due to natural
causes, but the combination
of drought and vandalism has
proved too much for some of
the plants. 

We hope to start a

programme of phased
replacement soon.

I would have liked to be
able to bring you more news
of the Community and Youth
Centre partnership project
with Essex County Council.
Unfortunately, there is
nothing significant to report
at present, although we are
still carrying on the necessary
negotiations and getting
agreements in place.

When a major new
development is planned in the
town, there are sometimes
discussions about community
gains which could be made to
benefit the local area. 

The Town Council has
drawn up a policy on how to
deal with these so as to obtain
the best result for the
community without
compromising the Planning
Committee’s independence
and integrity. The policy can

be seen on our website or by
calling into the office.

Agreement has been
reached with Epping Forest
District Council to transfer
the site of the Willingale
Allotments to the Town
Council. We have always
considered that the
allotments should have been
transferred to us back in
1996, as district councils are
not allowed by law to operate
allotments where there is a
town or parish council. 

Although there are
conditions attached to the
transfer which are not ideal,
the Town Council is still
pleased to have reached a
conclusion.

The town councillors and
staff wish you all a very
happy Christmas and a
peaceful new year.

Louise Fuller
Town Clerk

Editor’s 
notes

Sparks’ memory
will shine on
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Last stand: Bill is
honoured at the
plaque’s unveiling

The Japanese visitors were
also concerned about the
common problems of how to
engage people in local
councils, how to increase the
turnout at elections, as well as
how to get young people
involved in their local
communities.

It was a very cordial
occasion and the mayors
thanked the Town Council
profusely for their time and
input.

The trip was organised by
the Japan Local Government
Centre, and it was the
National Association of Local
Councils that asked Loughton
Town Council to host the
visit.

The reason for this was that
it knew that Loughton was an
active local council, facing
some similar issues to those in
which the Japanese visitors
were interested. The
association also felt Loughton
Town Council could be relied
upon to contribute to a useful
and stimulating discussion.

continued from page 1

Town
welcomes
Hiroshima
councillors



GET TO KNOW YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS

ESSEX COUNTY
COUNCIL

PARLIAMENTARY & EUROPEAN

BROADWAY WARD
Cllr Joyce M Barnett
59 Colson Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3RL

Cllr Joan Davis 020 8508 3180
(EH&L Committee)
4 Barrington Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 2AY

Cllr Thomas G Owen 020 8508 6916
(Council Vice-Chairman; Planning and F&GP
Committees) 15 Lower Park Road, Loughton, 
Essex IG10 4NB

Cllr Marion E Taylor 020 8508 5152 
(Vice-Chairman, Community; Planning Committee)
52 Lower Park Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 4NA

ST JOHN’S WARD
Cllr Kay F Ellis 020 8508 6018
(F&GP Committee)
31 Algers Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 4NG

Cllr Roger E Pearce 020 8281 1386
(Council Chairman; F&GP Committee)
32 Millsmead Way, Loughton, Essex IG10 1LR

Cllr Chris C Pond 020 8508 2361
(Chairman, EH&L Committee)
Forest Villa, 7 Staples Road, Loughton, 
Essex IG10 1HP

Cllr Robert J Wilmot 020 8508 1987
(Vice-Chairman, Planning; EH&L Committee)
50 Baldwins Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 1SF

FOREST WARD
Cllr Suzanne M Harper 020 8508 4770
(Chairman, Community; F&GP Committee)
23 Algers Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 4NG

Cllr Leslie J Harris 020 8508 1333
(Chairman, F&GP Committee)
32 Upper Park, Loughton, Essex IG10 4EQ

Cllr Judith P Woodman 020 8502 0785
(EH&L Committee)
164 Forest Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1EG

RODING WARD
Cllr Edward V Boatman 020 8508 1890
24 Roding Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3ED

Cllr Larry M Ford 020 8508 4344
(EH&L and Planning Committees)
47 Stonards Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 3EH

Cllr Stephen W Murray 020 8508 7548
(EH&L and F&GP Committees)
1 Avondale Court, Loughton, Essex IG10 3BT

Cllr Betty R Saggers 020 8508 2100
(Planning and Community Committees)
10 Southview Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3LG

ST JOHN’S DIVISION
Cllr Colin Finn 020 8508 5319 
16 Church Close, Loughton, Essex IG10 1LQ

ST MARY’S DIVISION
Cllr David Linnell 020 8508 2932
20 Eleven Acre Rise, Loughton, Essex IG10 1AN

MP FOR EPPING FOREST
Eleanor Laing MP 020 7219 3000
House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA

1 Buckingham Court, Rectory Lane, Loughton, Essex IG10 2QZ Town Clerk: Louise R Fuller
Tel: 020 8508 4200 Fax: 020 8508 4400 Web: http://www.loughton-tc.gov.uk  Email: loughton_tc@compuserve.com 

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Robert Sturdy Eryl McNally Jeffrey Tittford
Andrew Duff Bashir Khanbhai Richard Howitt
Christopher Beazley Geoffrey Van Orden

EHL= Environment, Heritage & Leisure
F&GP= Finance & General Policy

EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL

DEBDEN GREEN WARD
Cllr Michael D Hogan 020 8926 6914
(Chairman, Planning Committee) 190 Hillyfields,
Loughton, Essex IG10 2PZ

Cllr Montague W Juniper JP 020 8508 5930
(Vice-chairman, F&GP; Community Committee)
31 Alderton Way, Loughton, Essex IG10 3EQ

Cllr Michael G Sellears 020 8502 0782
(Vice-Chairman, EH&L Committee)
76 Roding Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3EF

Cllr Victoria Wisenfeld 020 8502 1025
(Community Committee)
The Garden Cottage, The Warren, Loughton, 
Essex IG10 4RN

ST MARY’S WARD
Cllr Anthony T Lee 020 8508 7649
(Community Committee)
33 Priory Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1AF

Cllr Pamela Meadows 020 8508 4136
(Community Committee)
98 Roding Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3EJ

Cllr Michael W Wardle 020 8508 2771
(Planning Committee)
61 The Drive, Loughton, Essex IG10 1HG
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ST MARY’S WARD
Cllr Anthony T Lee 020 8508 7649
33 Priory Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1AF

Cllr Dorothy F Paddon 020 8508 2238
12 Forest View Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 4DX

FOREST WARD

Cllr Kenneth N Faulkner 020 8508 1215
Briar Patch, Park Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 4ES

Cllr Peter J House 020 8532 1275
10 Connaught Avenue, Loughton, Essex IG10 4DP

ST JOHN’S WARD

Cllr John A Markham 020 8508 2534
77 Queen’s Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1RR

Cllr Caroline P Pond 020 8508 2361
Forest Villa, 7 Staples Road, Loughton, Essex IG10
1HP

RODING WARD

Cllr Stanley R Goodwin 020 8508 2821
56 River Way, Loughton, Essex IG10 3LH

Cllr Stephen W Murray 020 8508 7548
1 Avondale Court, Loughton, Essex IG10 3BT

ALDERTON WARD
Cllr Paul A Bostock 020 8508 3482
91 Queens Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1RR

Cllr Maureen Boatman 020 8508 1890
24 Roding Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3ED

BROADWAY WARD

Cllr Joan Davis 020 8508 3180
4 Barrington Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 2AY

Cllr Margaret Owen 020 8508 6916
15 Lower Park Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 4NB

FAIRMEAD WARD

Cllr Stephen W Barnes 020 8502 1152
34 Durnell Way, Loughton, Essex IG10 1TG

Cllr Albert G Farren 01992 716955
25 Paternoster Close Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9



LOUGHTON Town Council
has received national

recognition in three
different ways.

The first accolade was the
award of “QUALITY council”
status. The QUALITY council
scheme is a new initiative
whereby a qualifying council
has to satisfy a number of tests
concerning the way it carries
out its functions, its
communication with and
representation of local residents. 

Loughton Town Council is
one of only eight local councils
in the country to achieve
QUALITY council status so far. It

is particularly gratifying as the
Town Council is a relatively
young organisation in local
council terms.

As well as evidence of the
council’s sound operation, one
of the scheme’s purposes is to
enable town councils to take on
additional local functions from
the principal councils, and it is
hoped the Loughton Town
Council’s new QUALITY status
will open the way for fruitful
negotiations with Epping Forest
District Council towards this
goal.

The second and third awards
concerned the national

newsletter and website
competitions run by the
magazine Local Council
Review. 

Think Loughton and the Town
Council’s website each obtained
fourth place. 

This is a great achievement in
national competitions open to
thousands of councils and, in
fact, is the second year running
the council has won awards in
both competitions, the only
council to do so.

The Town Council is very
pleased to have attained
national recognition for its
efforts through these awards,

but has no intention of resting
on its laurels. It will continue to
look at its activities and future
plans to ensure the interests of
local people are paramount.

Town Council
celebrates
quality award
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THE Epping Forest
District Museum is

working on an exciting
new community project.

In the next three years, the
museum will record and collect
memories of the people who
witnessed 20th century life in
the district. 

What has it been like to live

here? How did people
experience family life,
education, employment, culture
and religion? And how is this
changing today? 

Everybody has a different
story. 

That’s why the museum
wants to speak to as many
different people as possible —

old and young, established
families and new arrivals, city
dwellers and country folk.  

If the collection is to
represent the district, all areas
should be covered.

How does the story of
Loughton differ from the rest of
the district, and what does it
have in common with other

ESSEX County Council
launched Library

Direct in October. 
Library Direct caters for

people who find it difficult to
get to the library because of
age, disability or caring
responsibilities. 

As part of the service,
volunteers deliver books and

books on tape to customers.
Volunteers are crucial to the

delivery of the service and
more are needed, so if you
could spare some time to help
telephone Janice Waugh at
the library headquarters on
01245 244960 or email
Access.Services@essexcc.gov.uk for
more information.

Bring the library to your home

THE Council’s next
Community Forum is to

be held at 8pm on
Thursday 4 December at
the Methodist church hall
in the High Road.

And, as in previous years,
this winter forum will be used
to present the prizes to the
winners of the Christmas
Card competition.  

Following the presentation
of prizes, Tim Gaskell, of
Broadway Malyan, Planning,

has been invited to talk about
the proposal for a Marks &
Spencer foods store on the
Lambs Garage site in the
High Road.

And those attending will
have an opportunity to watch
the presentation and ask
questions. 

Following a break for
refreshments, a representative
from Essex Police will join in
the discussions of the open
session. 

THE Wives’ Group at St John’s
Church ended another very

successful year with a cheese
and wine evening. 

Ian Sparks, who is a trustee and
treasurer of the Haven House
Foundation, joined them to receive a
cheque for £1,300, the proceeds from
the group’s fundraising.  

The group will be fundraising for
the local charity Heal this year and,
at a recent meeting, Richard Tatum
gave an informative talk on the

charity. Richard explained how the
charity worked to help cancer
sufferers and their families. A bring-
and-buy stall and raffle raised £95.

At a previous meeting, an ex-
Vernon girl and singer in the Sixties
pop group The Ladybirds gave a
hilarious talk on her life story. 

Many more lively evenings are
planned and visitors are always
welcome at meetings, held every first
and third Monday of the month at
8pm.

Wives drink to their success

The Community Forum is
open to all local people and is
an opportunity to meet
councillors and other
residents.

You can also have a cup of
tea or coffee and a chat, so
why not come along and see
for yourself.

villages and towns? For the
past few months, we have been
recording memories of life in
the district before the Second
World War. 

Stories about growing up,
going to school, clubs and
games, family life and working
life help to improve our
understanding of the
communities of the past.
Unfortunately, so far we have
not heard any recollections
from Loughton. 

Can you help us identify
people to approach? We are
looking for people who lived
here during the war and who
would be able to talk to us.  

Please contact Carien Kremer
at the museum on 01992
716882. Meanwhile, more
information is available at
www.eppingforestdistrictmuseum.
co.uk/oral_history.

What’s your story?

Forum considers M&S plan

LOUGHTON-based Colebrook Royals
Football Club has been awarded Charter
Standard status by the Football Association. 

Every level of the organisation has been
assessed, including administration, coaching,
child protection and finances. The award will
be presented at a Football League game at
half time during the forthcoming season.

For further information regarding
Colebrook Royals FC and the Charter Award,
call John Eagleton on 020 8418 9166.

Colebrook Royals
Football Club
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■ 6 Dec, 11am-2pm: St John Fisher School
Christmas Bazaar, Burney Drive, adults 50p.
Info: 020 8502 3739.
■ 11 Dec, 8pm: The National Trust, Sir
James Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road.
Woodford Green. ‘International Waters’, by
Richard Offen. Call: 020 8505 3501.
■ 12 Dec, 8pm: Loughton & Epping Forest
Amateur Radio Society Christmas meal, Old
Rectory, All Saints’ Church, Chigwell Row.
■ 26 Dec: Loughton & Epping Forest
Amateur Radio Society, Robin Hood Public
House, drink and chat. Details: Marc
Litchman, 020 8502 1645.
■ 5 Jan, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group, New
Year’s Fun Night. See page 9 for venue. 
■ 5 Jan, 7.30-9.45pm: British Red Cross,
Lincoln Hall, 125 High Road, 12x2hr Basic
First Aid course. Details: 020 8508 2162.
■ 19 Jan, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group –
Nature’s Silent Healer, a talk by Tony Wand.
■ 20 Jan, 2.30pm: National Trust, Sir James
Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road. Woodford
Green: Two Houses in Hampstead (Fenton
House & Willow Road), by Paul Taylor. Call:
020 8505 3501.
■ 23 Jan, 7.30pm: St Clare Hospice – Burns
Night Supper, Fowkes Hall, Dunmow. Tel:
01279 413950.
■ 2 Feb, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group – The
Muvver Tongue, talk by Robert Barltrop.
■ 7 Feb, 9am-6pm: British Red Cross,
Lincoln Hall, 125 High Road, one-day basic
first aid course. Details: 020 8508 2162.

■ 9 Feb, 8pm: The National Trust, Sir James
Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road. Woodford
Green – ‘Painted Garden’, by Russell Bowes.
Info: 020 8505 3501.
■ 13 Feb, 7-11pm: St Clare Hospice 20s-
style Valentine’s Dance, Theydon Bois Village
Hall, Coppice Row, with Parkside Jazzmen.
Contact: Holly Whitbread, 01279 413950.
■ 16 Feb, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group –
‘Please Madam, Breathe In,’ by Joyce Wood.
■ 28 Feb, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group –
Not Quite Mastermind, Quiz Night.
■ 2 Mar, 7.30-9.30pm: British Red Cross,
Lincoln Hall, 125 High Road – 5x2hr basic
first aid course. Details: 020 8508 2162.
■ 3 Mar, 2.30pm: The National Trust, Sir
James Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road.
Woodford Green: ‘A Day in the Life, a
Thames Tugboat,’ by Richard Thomas.
Details: 020 8505 3501.
■ 1 Mar, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group –
Gardening in our Twilight Years – talk by
John Burrows.
■ 15 Mar, 8pm: St John’s Wives Group –
Cocktails and Canapés.
■ Every Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday and
Thursday: Walk with the West Essex
Ramblers. New walkers always welcome
(sorry no dogs). Contact: Pat or John
Juchau, 020 8502 1628.
■ Every second & fourth Thurs, 8pm: Deb-
den House Quilters. Call: 020 8508 4873.
■ Alternate Thursdays, 7.15-10.15pm:
Friends of Light & Healing meetings,

Dates for the diary
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Kingsley Hall, Austen Close. Everybody
welcome. Enquires: 020 8508 3266.
■ Alternate Fridays, 7.45pm: Loughton &
Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society meets
at The Old Rectory, All Saints’ Church,
Chigwell Row. Details: 020 8502 1645.
■ Every Sunday, 3.30-5.30pm (term time):
Kidz Club for children aged 6-12. Details: 
020 8502 0695.
■ Every Sunday, 7.30-10.30pm: Dance –
ballroom, Latin and popular sequence,
Victory Hall, Hainault Road, Chigwell.
Admission: £3. Details: 020 8508 0313.
■ First Sunday of month at 3.30pm: Church
Service, St Michael’s Church, Roding Road,
Loughton. Friendly, informal service,
welcomes people with learning difficulties
and their friends. Lasts about half an hour. 
■ First Sunday of month (until Dec), 9am-
2pm: Farmers’ market, Centric Parade, High
Road. Details: Suzanne Harper, 020 8508
4770.
■ Every Monday, 7.15-9.15pm: Roding
Players Orchestra rehearses at Roding Valley
High School, Alderton Hill, Loughton. New
players welcome. No audition. Call Miles
Harwood on 020 8505 4329 for details.
■ First + third Monday, 8pm: St John’s
Wives Group, St John’s Parish Hall, Church
Lane. 
■ Every Monday, 8-10pm: Epping Phoenix
Choir meets at Epping Methodist Church
Hall. New members welcome, especially
tenors and basses. Details: 020 8508 3539. 
■ Every Monday, 9.30pm: Loughton Moun-
taineering Club, Victoria Tavern, Smarts
Lane, Loughton. Hll walkers and climbers
welcome. Call Jeff Harris, 020 8508 2888.
■ First Tuesday of month, 8pm: Royal

British Legion Branch and Club meetings,
118 Church Hill, Loughton.
■ Second Tuesday of month, 7.30pm:
Forest Philatelic Society meets, Centenary
Hall, Loughton Methodist Church, High
Road. Details: 020 8508 1244.
■ Every Wednesday (term time), 9.30am-
11.15am: Trinity Toddlers, Mannock Drive.
Contact: Isobel Jackson on 020 8508 3317.
■ Every Thursday, 12.45pm: Rotary Club of
Loughton & Buckhurst Hill, Britannia Sports
& Social Club, Bank of England, Langston
Road. Call: 020 8500 6910.
■ Second Thursday of month, 8pm:
Loughton Historical Society, Methodist
Church, High Road, Loughton. Guest visitors
welcome on payment of £1.50.
■ Fourth Thursday, 7.45pm: Woodlands
branch of Essex Handicrafts, Trinity Church,
Mannock Drive. Details, Janet Holdaway:
020 8508 7657.
■ Every Friday, 7.30pm: Kingsley Spirit-
ualist Church, Kingsley Hall, Kingsley Road.

MONTHLY COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES:
First Saturday (Labour):
■ 9.15-10.15am: Oakwood Stores,
Longcroft Rise
■ From 10.30am: The Broadway shopping
parade (under the walk-through)

Second Saturday (Labour):
■ 9.30-10am: outside Londis, Valley Hill
■ 10.30-11am: outside the former Mother
Hubbard pub, Valley Hill

First Sunday (Loughton Residents’ Assoc)
■ 9am-1.30pm: at the Farmers’ Market,
Centric Parade, High Road.
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AFTER a number of
requests, the Town

Council has arranged for
five salt/grit bins to be
placed at strategic points
around Loughton.

As a hilly area, Loughton’s
roads and paths can become
slippery during the winter
months, but only main roads are
on Epping Forest District
Council’s gritting schedule. 

Many requests from
councillors and members of the
public have been received for
salt bins at places on minor
roads which become icy in bad

weather. The highways
authority – Epping Forest DC
acts as Essex County Council’s
agent – does not make provision
for installing salt bins, so the
Town Council made a budget of
£2,000 available this year. 

This money allowed for five
bins. All the requests for
different locations were
discussed and the five
considered most vulnerable to
ice were chosen.

The bins are now in place at
Deepdene Road, Baldwins Hill,
Forest View Road, Albion Hill
and Staples Road, and have

been filled ready for the winter.
Unfortunately, there are still a
number of outstanding requests
which the Town Council was
unable to meet from its budget
this time.

The salt will not be spread on
the road or pavement by the
council, but it is there if local
residents or motorists wish to
take advantage of it themselves. 

Of course, it is hoped that the
road conditions will not be bad
enough this winter to require
the application of salt and grit.
But if they do, the material is
there for use as necessary.

At peace with the Lesters

LOUGHTON SPORTS
CENTRE

Added grit for our
slippery streets

APLAQUE has recently
been erected on

47/49 Baldwins Hill
commemorating
the former home
of Muriel Lester
and her sister
Doris.

Muriel Lester
(1885-1968) was a
social reformer and
pacifist. She was a non-
conformist (Baptist/
Quaker) and a member of the
Union Church.

With her sister, Doris (1886 –
1965) Muriel lived in the
Grange, High Road/Upper Park

in their early years with their
parents, Henry, a

shipbuilder, and
Rachel Lester,

and later
moved to
47/49
Baldwins
Hill.  

The Lesters
were practical

social reformers,
interested in equal

rights, decolonisation and the
peace movement. 

Muriel, born in Leytonstone,
was president of Kingsley Hall
and a friend of Gandhi, who

stayed with her at Bow or
possibly Loughton when in
Britain in the 1930s. 

She was interned in Trinidad
in World War II. 

Muriel and Doris lived at
number 49 Baldwins Hill after
the sculptor and artist Sir Jacob
Epstein had moved out. 

They used number 47 as a
holiday cottage for poor
children, who overflowed into
Epstein’s shed behind number
49.  

Among a wide range of
notable visitors were Clement
Attlee, Lansbury, Dame Sybil
Thorndike and many more.

THE Town Council office will
be closed from 12 noon on
Wednesday 24 December, and
then for Christmas Day and
Boxing Day.

Normal hours will operate
on Monday 29 to Wednesday
31 December, and the office
will be closed on Thursday 1
and Friday 2 January 2004.

EDITION COPY DEADLINE

Spring 2004 19 January
Summer 26 April

Next issue covers December to early
March. 

Call 020 8508 4200 to add diary entries.
Further copies of Think Loughton may be
obtained from Loughton Town Council at 1
Buckingham Court, Rectory Lane, or from
Debden or Loughton libraries. 

Please note that we will not accept
unattributed articles for publication.

Deadline dates

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL
MEETINGS
Dec 10 Finance & General Policy

15 Planning

2004
Jan 7 Council

12 Planning
21 Community
26 Planning

Feb 4 Environment, Heritage & Leisure
9 Planning

18 Finance & General Policy
23 Planning

Mar 3 Council
8 Planning

All meetings at 1 Buckingham Court, Rectory
Lane, Loughton, at 7.30pm. 

YOU may remember that a
national census was carried
out in April 2001. The data
gained from the census is used
in many ways to plan for the
country’s future. 

The analysis of the figures
takes a long time and local
statistics for Loughton have
recently been released. 

If you are interested in

population, where people
work, age ranges, car
ownership and all sorts of
other fascinating details, you
can access the information on
the National Statistics Office
website at www.statistics.gov.uk. 

Of course there is no
information about individuals
– it is all aggregated into
groups.

Christmas and
New Year
office hours

Check out Loughton’s
vital statistics
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FOSKETT MARR
GADSBY & HEAD

DIRECT TRADE
WINDOWS & DOORS

THE Town Council is
currently going through

the process of drawing up
its estimates for income
and expenditure for the
year 2004/5.  

This is a detailed process
which has to take into account
plans for the coming year,
existing commitments, and the
possibility of unexpected
events.  

Each committee submits an
estimate of its spending to the
Finance & General Policy
Committee, which considers
whether the figures are
reasonable and whether the
Council should use its
reserves to fund some
expenditure.  

The committees’ estimates
are then collated into a net

total from which the precept
is calculated. 

The Town Council’s precept
is the part of the council tax
which is collected on its behalf
by Epping Forest District
Council.

Unlike district councils, the
Town Council does not receive
money from central
government, nor does it get
any benefit from local
business rates.

The decision on the amount
of precept to set is taken by
all the members of the
Council, at the meeting on 7
January.  

There is usually quite a lot
of debate as the councillors
are very aware of the effect of
the council tax on local
householders.

Town councillors
get down to
budget-setting
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All change at the
Red Cross
ANEW Red Cross centre

has been created for
Epping Forest.

The centre is based in
Loughton and brings together
the skills and experience of
existing volunteers from
Epping, Waltham
Abbey and Loughton.  

The centre will be
based in Lincoln Hall
in the High Road. 

New members are more
than welcome – there are
roles for people of all
ages and with varying
amounts of time to
give.

Volunteers at the
centre carry out a wide range of
roles within the local
community. 

First aid volunteers support
public training courses and
provide first aid cover at events
from concerts to football
matches, from theatre
productions to school fetes. 

Three medical loan depots are

also run by volunteers,
providing equipment to support
people returning home from
hospital. 

Other volunteers are involved
in tracing and messaging
services which bring people in

contact with lost
family members,
therapeutic care
of the elderly,
fundraising to

support the Red
Cross locally and
worldwide and a
variety of other
support roles.

However you
would like to be

involved, the Red Cross
provides training, support and
an opportunity to work within
the community and learn new
skills. 

If you would like to find out
more about being a volunteer
then turn up on a Monday
evening between 8 and 10 or
telephone 020 8508 2162 any

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
or Friday morning between
10.30am and 12.30pm.
Alternatively, write to the
British Red Cross, 125 High
Road, Loughton, Essex IG10
4LT.

A full first aid course
commences on 5 January 2004
and will take place over 12
Monday evenings. 

In addition, there is a one-day
basic first aid course on
Saturday 7 February and a five
session basic first aid course
starting on Tuesday 2 March. 

Five-hour emergency life
support courses are available on
request. 

For further information or
details of future courses, please
contact the Loughton Centre.

LOUGHTON & District
Friends of St Clare Hospice
work hard to provide funds
and support for the hospice
holding fundraising events
and street collections

throughout the year. 
If you would like to join the
group to help with their
fundraising activities, please
call the fundraising
department on 01279 413950.

How to raise funds for
St Clare

THE Town Council has
been carrying out

some works on its
properties. 

The railings around Standard
Green have been repaired and
we have plans to make some
improvements to the grass area. 

Grass will always find it
difficult to thrive on ground
which is shaded by trees, but
we hope to be able to improve
the bare patches.

The chapel at Loughton
Cemetery is a listed building,
so when we found the roof was
in poor repair, we had to make
sure we replaced it with a
similar material. 

In fact, the roof is tiled with
cedar shingles. 

We have found a contractor
who is able to carry out this
specialist work and hope that
the new roof will be in place
soon.

We’re working
to make the
grass greener
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WHAT links these
people?

1. A man who has bought a
second-hand car and
discovered that its previous
history was rather different
from the description given to
him by the salesman.

2. An employee who has
been told that the company 
is changing hands and the
new boss requires her to 
work different hours in the
future.

3. A pensioner who has seen
adverts on the television about
new pension credits and

wondered if she could get
some extra help from them.

4. A young man who wants
to know about the rules for
changing his name.

The connection is that they
all contacted Loughton
Citizens Advice Bureau for
advice recently – along with
over a hundred other people
each week.

The CAB can help with an
enormous variety of
problems. 

If you would like an
adviser’s assistance, do please
phone, call in or write to the
address below.

The CAB is also always
looking for new volunteers to
train as advisers. 

You don’t need any
particular qualifications or
experience for this. 

The main requirement is
that you should be open-
minded and enjoy helping
people.

You would receive full
training and would have to be
available for around 8 hours
per week.  

If you would like to know
more about this, please
contact the bureau on 020
8502 0032. Please note that
this number is for
administration matters only.

WE welcome contributions to Think
Loughton, but do not guarantee their
inclusion and reserve the right to edit
them. 

The views expressed are not
necessarily those of Loughton Town
Council.

Contacting us

THE CAB OPERATES AT

■ St Mary’s Parish Centre, Loughton
High Road: Mondays to Fridays.  

■ Buckhurst Hill Information Centre:
Tuesday mornings.

■ Chigwell Health Care Clinic, Limes
Avenue: Monday and Friday mornings.

Advice and further details of
opening hours are available on
020 8502 0031.

Loughton &
District CAB

Variety is the spice
of life
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ALOUGHTON resident
contacted the Town

Council to ask for help in
establishing a public right
of way.

The resident, who lives in
Queens Road, had for many
years used a path running from
Queens Road to Church Hill,
and many other people also
used this route. 

However, it was closed off by
the landowner. 

The resident was sure that as
the path had been freely used

for so many years, it must be a
public right of way. 

But only paths which are
shown on the ‘Definitive
Footpath Map’, held and
controlled by Essex County
Council, are officially accepted

as public rights of way, and this
path was not shown on the map.

To present a case to Essex
County Council that the path
should be a right of way, the
resident gathered an impressive
array of evidence, including

photographs and statements
from neighbours that they had
used the path freely over a
period of more than 20 years. 

She also asked the Town
Council to support her case to
the county council.  

Town councillors were
pleased to help and some of
them were able to recall that
they had used the path
themselves over many years.

Because the Town Council
added its weight to the case, the
County Council considered the
resident’s request more quickly
than would otherwise have
happened.

We are pleased to report that
the evidence presented satisfied
the county council and the path
will now be shown on the
Definitive Map as a Public
Right of Way.

Councillors help
path campaigner

THE Town Council has a
small annual budget to

make grants to local
organisations. 

A number of groups have
benefited this year, including
Loughton Athletics Club,
Loughton Citizens’ Advice
Bureau, Epping Forest
Community Church Youth
Group, Loughton Potato
Ground, Loughton Stroke Club,

Essex Handicrafts Association
(Acorns Branch), Parsonage
Court Day Centre, Loughton
Union Church Day Care Centre,
and the Broadway Town Centre
Partnership (for Debden Day).

Applications for grants are
considered by the Finance &
General Policy Committee.  

Closing date for applications
for the financial year 2004/5 is
31 December 2003, so if you

would like an application form
to apply for a grant contact the
Town Council.

A percentage of the budget is
retained after the initial tranche
of applications is considered, in
case of emergency applications
through the year. 

So if something unexpected
comes up, your group could still
have a chance if it misses the 31
December deadline.

Your group’s wish could be granted


